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Meet London
          London Coe is quite the
accomplished woman. She has
been a number of things over
the years and continues to build
out her impressive resume. She
has been an actress, writer,
business owner, activist,
abolitionist, and, as well all know
her, a volunteer in our com-
munity. London has been
volunteering at Dayton Live for
about 5 years now, and before
moving to Dayton with her
family, she lived in Chicago for
several years where she also
went to school at the Chicago
School of Performing Arts. 

What brought her
to Dayton Live?

          London was initially
interested in joining our
volunteer corps as a way to get
out of the house, still interacting
with the greater community and
to continue her relationship with 

ways to approach new environments with a sense of curiosity
and vigor, the way you would approach a romantic relationship
(I’d highly recommend watching it on YouTube)! Which is
another reason why London enjoys the volunteer experience.
She gets to act as a tour guide for others coming to Dayton and
help them experience the city she has come to love.

theater. She had missed the
theater feverishly, “like an old
lover” as she put it. London
joined Dayton Live as a way to
find a family in her new city and
to get out and date her city.
“[She] wanted to believe in how
special Dayton was, and that
made theater in Dayton that
much more special to [her]”.
Speaking of which, to add on to
London’s astonishing resume, she
also gave a TedxTalk on “Dating
Your City”. She discusses 

What's been her favorite memory while
volunteering?
          London’s favorite memory comes from working a
performance of The Nutcracker. She had a group of patrons
who made it their yearly family tradition to come see The
Nutcracker ballet at the Schuster Center. The grandmother of

this family always made sure to
purchase all the tickets for herself
and the grandchildren, and this
year was the first time they would
be seeing the performance without
her. The grandmother had sadly
passed away, but had left the
family money in her will to continue
to purchase tickets for them to all
see the ballet together.  

The eldest granddaughter
continued their tradition, but they
were unfortunately sat in front of
some rambunctious kids who were
kicking their seats. The patron had
come out in tears, unsure of what
she could do and overwhelmed by
the loss of her grandmother.
London offered to help get them
reseated in a different section with
the help of a House Manager.
After the performance was done,
the patron came and found
London to give her a hug and offer
thanks for helping her to feel close
to her grandmother again.
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As London put it, “Theater is
about more than escaping; it’s
about all the memories, the
stories being told, about
inducing long-lasting joy."

What does London do outside
of Dayton Live?

         London is a huge chocolate fanatic and
connoisseur! But her love for chocolate isn’t
how she came to do the work she does now.
London began her current career path by
researching human trafficking and the ways to
help fight against it. This led her to discover
that many traditional chocolate outlets use
child labor and modern day slavery as a means
of harvesting cocoa. This terrible finding led
London to develop new connections with
ethically sourced chocolate vendors from all
over the world; meaning she can pinpoint its
source of origin and she knows the workers
were paid fair wages. She’s received many
different types of chocolate products from
Africa, Europe, and Asia, and has recently been
working with a Ukrainian company to help keep
their business afloat during these tumultuous
times. 

Chocolate from Peace on 5th

Any Furry Friends to share
with us?
         London is a huge fan of animals, but
unfortunately can’t have any at the
moment. She’s always been fascinated by
kangaroos and pangolins. However, her big
dream right now would be to have some
Italian Greyhounds!

London works with Peace on 5th to help sell
fair trade goods and also does chocolate
tastings. At these tastings you get to
experience the sensational flavors that are
produced from the different cacao plants in
these different regions of the world, with
drastically different flavor profiles than the
traditional chocolate found in most
commercial spaces. 


