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Y ou will find these icons listed in the resource guide next to the activities 
that indicate curricular connections. Teachers and parents are encouraged 

to adapt all the activities included in an appropriate way for your students’ age 
and abilities. THE ADVENTURES OF HAROLD & THE PURPLE CRAYON fulfill the 
following Ohio Learning Standards for kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

Ohio’s New Learning Standards Related to The Adventures of  
Harold & The Purple Crayon
English Language Arts: RL.K.3, RL.K.9, RL.1.3, RL.1.9, RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.9, RL.3.1, 
RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.4.3, RL.4.6, RL.4.7, RL.5.3, RL.5.6

Social Studies: Places and Regions; Spatial Thinking and Skills; People Working; 
Communities: Past and Present, Near and Far

Arts: TH:Re7.1.K, TH:Re8.1.K, TH:Re7.1, TH:Re7.1.2, TH:Re8.1.2, TH:Re8.1.3, 
TH:Cn10.1.3, TH:Cn11.1.3, TH:Re8.1.4, TH:Cn10.1.4, TH:Cn11.1.4, TH:Re7.1.5, 
TH:Re8.1.5, TH:Cn10.1.5, TH:Cn11.1.5

W elcome to Dayton Live’s 2022-
2023 Discovery Series in the 

Victoria Theatre. We are very excited to 
be your education partner in providing 
professional arts experiences to you 
and your students!  

Enchantment Theatre Company’s 
production will take you on a wild ride 
as Harold jets to Mars (shooting stars, 
spaceships!), joins a circus (he walks 
a tightrope!), and meets a king in an 
enchanted garden (of course, there’s 
a dragon). The “Harold” books have 
captivated families for more than fifty 
years, celebrating the imagination  
of children and the unique way they 
see the world.

The information and activities in this 
resource guide have been carefully 
crafted to help you and your students 
explore the many ways a live theatre 
experience can open up learning 
opportunities.  Grade level icons will 
help you determine which activities 
are good for students, too.  And don’t 
forget to take advantage of the local 
resources listed inside to extend the 
play-going experience and make even 
more curricular connections for you 
and your students. Thank you again 
and welcome!  

Curriculum Connections

Table of Contents

Presented  
by the

ART
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S top by the Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Museum 
in Columbus, Ohio. They house the world’s largest 

collection of materials related to cartoons and comics, including original art, books, magazines, journals, comic books, 
archival materials and newspaper comic strip pages and clippings. Who is Billy Ireland? Billy William Addison Ireland born 
in 1880 was a self-taught cartoonist and native of Chillicothe, Ohio. He is best known for drawing the cartoon editorials in 
the Columbus Dispatch newspaper. The Billy Ireland Cartoon Library & Musuem are open Wednesdays through Sundays 
from 1-5p.m. located at The Ohio State University’s Sullivant Hall, 1813 N High Street, Columbus, Ohio.

One evening, after thinking it over for some time, Harold decided to go for a walk 
in the moonlight. So begins Harold and the Purple Crayon, the first of seven 

delightful picture books by Crockett Johnson, following the zany adventures of an 
inventive young boy. As it turned out, there wasn’t any moon that night nor was there 
a path to walk on, so Harold simply drew them. Resourceful and brave, Harold creates 
the world he wants to explore, using nothing more than a big purple crayon and his 
sky’s-the-limit imagination.

About the Play

Spotlight on the Enchantment Theatre Company 

Ohio Spotlight

Enchantment Theatre Company is a professional non-profit arts organization based 
in Philadelphia.  For more than 25 years, the company has performed throughout 

the United States and the Far East, presenting imaginative and innovative theatrical 
productions for school groups and families. While dedicated to serving its home community, 
Enchantment also tours nationally, performing on its own and in collaboration with some 
of the country’s finest symphony orchestras. Their target patrons are young audiences and 
families, providing holiday presentations of fables, fairy tales, literary classics, life-sized 
puppets, skilled masked actors and original music.  

E xpand your child’s library or offer this resource to parents through Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library. The Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a love of 

reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age five, through funding 
shared by Dolly Parton and local community partners in the United States, Canada, United 
Kingdom, Australia and Republic of Ireland. There are currently 2,274,331 children 
registered! Check to see if your child can receive free books at the following link:  
https://imaginationlibrary.com/check-availability/.

ART



After studying art at Cooper Union and New York University,  
Mr. Johnson worked at an ice plant, became an advertiser 
for Macy’s Department Stores, art-edited and contributed to 
magazines, and even played professional football.  In 1942, his 
comic strip Barnaby was featured in the PM newspaper. Barnaby 
was about a little boy named Barnaby Baxter who went on 
adventures with his fairy godfather, Mr. O’Malley, who no one  
else in the story could see. 

Pre-Show Conversation Starters

Behind the Crayon  
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If you had a magic purple crayon, what would  
you draw?

Is the crayon a character?  Why or why not?

What does it mean to “make-believe” or 
“pretend”? 

Can you list an example of something that is  
real and something that is make-believe?

Do emotions and beliefs make things real?

1

2

3

4

C rockett Johnson was 
born in New York City 

in 1906. His birth name is 
David Johnson Leisk but 
preferred to be called by 
his childhood nickname 
Crockett.  A nickname 
means an additional name.  
Do you have a nickname 
that people call you? 

THE ADVENTURES OF HAROLD & the PURPLE 
CRAYON is a play that helps to explore children’s 

concepts of perception and reality. Perception is  
one’s understanding and insights, and reality is what 
exists. Before coming to the event, discuss  
the following questions: 

5

ART

In 1952, Mr. Johnson published his first children’s book Who’s 
Upside Down? Harold and the Purple Crayon  was released in 
1955 and was an immediate hit so much that it has never been 
out of print. The character Harold was so popular that Mr. Johnson 
created a series totaling seven books.  According to the Third 
Book of Junior Authors (1972), he (Mr. Johnson) was “six feet 
tall, tan, husky, and blue-eyed" (153).  Barnaby and Harold do not 
have any hair on their heads just like Mr. Johnson.  “I draw people 
without hair because it’s so much easier!  Besides, to me, people 
with hair look funny” (Hopkins 121).  
Mr. Johnson not only illustrated and wrote books, but he also  
liked to create geometric paintings, sailing on his boat and 
making inventions.  He received a patent for his four-way 
adjustable mattress. Mr. Johnson was married to Ruth Krauss 
who was also a writer of children’s books and poem-plays for 
adults. Their works are still enjoyed by many to this day.
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Comic Strips 

Comic strips, also known as sequential art, are 
a series of drawn images that are arranged 

horizontally right next to each other. The strip is read as 
a short story or a joke. Comic strips are often found in 
magazines, newspapers, books like comic books and 
can now be found online. The text/words are usually 
inside of a “balloon” inside the picture frame.

The earliest sequential art can be found in the wood 
carvings of Germany as early as the 1500s. Many of 
these carvings talked about the lives of saints and were 
not comical. In the 17th century, the strips became 
more political in nature due to the rise of religious wars 
during the Reformation period. In America, strips did not 
become comical in nature until the late 1800s. Richard 
Felton Outcault is known for influencing the creation of 
the modern-day comic strip. He is best known for his 

work called The Dugan Kid who lives in Hogan’s Alley later named The Yellow Kid 
because of the yellow night gown the boy wore. The Yellow Kid first appeared in 
New York World newspaper in 1883. The New York World newspaper was run by 
Joseph Pulitzer.

The popularity of The Yellow Kid also sparked a new 
kind of journalism called yellow journalism. Yellow 
journalism uses shocking and sensational news to 
attract readers and increase the circulation of the 
newspaper. Comic strips and sequential art have 
both been very influential works of art. Their ability 
to express a message in a quick and eye-catching 
way has greatly shaped the way societies express  
ideas even today.

Richard Felton Outcault



The Crayon  
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Edwin Binney and C. Harold Smith were already in the 
business of making color, but in 1903 they released 

the beloved crayon. Prior to Crayola, crayons were just a 
stick of colored clay or chalk, but when put to paper nothing 
really transferred. They were among the first to create a 
really black black and for a fair price. At the 1900 Paris 
Exposition they received a gold medal. They also created 
a dustless chalkboard chalk winning them another gold 
medal at the St. Louis World’s Fair in 1904.  

Alice Binney, a former schoolteacher, came up with the 
name Crayola. She combined the French word craie 
meaning chalk and ola from the word oily. One of their 
first customers was the United States government who 
shipped crayons to schools on reservations. Their non-
toxic formula has not changed much over the years. In 
fact, they even smell the same. A Yale University study 
on scent recognition ranked crayons as one of the most 
recognizable scents to American adults.

Unlike the non-toxic formula, the packaging, the 
colors and the color names did change over time. 
Today, Crayola produces about 3 billion crayons a year.  
More than 600 shades of crayon colors have been 
produced since 1903. Many of the color names that 
were offensive were changed to more acceptable titles. 
Crayons have helped many children color inside and 
outside the lines just like Harold and his Purple crayon. 
Good luck finding a Purple crayon of your own; they 
have been called Violet since 1914. 
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C reate a comic book character by choosing the different body parts from this sheet. After you have 
created your character give them a name. Also, explain something the character really enjoys.

Draw a shape. ANY shape! It can be basic or it 
can be Wierd. Next, add some eyes, a mouth 
and some arms and legs and_WALA!_you've 

got yourself a character!

 Grades
1-5Create Your Own Comic Book Character  

EYES

MOUTHS

ARMS

LEGS

What is your characters name?

EYES

What does your character like to do?

ART



Hi guys! 
This is a  

speech balloon.
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Name

Finish This Comic  Grades
1-5ART

This comic strip is incomplete. After viewing the first few 
frames, draw what happens next and be sure to add a  

speech balloon if there is something that is spoken (see example).



Name
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Sequence the Story   Grade
3ART

After reading Harold 
and the Purple 

Crayon, print and cut the 
desired strip set. Shuffle 
the strips and place the 
parts of the story in order 
from beginning to end. 
Reference the book  
as needed. 

Harold drew the moon.

He made a path.

Harold created an apple  
tree with a dragon.

He fell in the ocean 
and drew a sailboat.

Cut along  
dotted lines.

Cut along  
dotted lines.

Harold made a city.

Harold drew the moon.

He fell asleep in his bed.

He asked a police offfiicer  
for directions.
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Books for Students Publications for Teachers and Parents

Websites for Teachers and Students Local Resource

The Year We Learned to Fly by 
Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated by 
Rafael López - Talks about the power 
in everyone to face challenges with 
confidence.
The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 
_ “Seeing is believing, but sometimes 

the most real things in the world are the things we can't see.”   
What If... by Samantha Berger, Illustrated by Michael Curato. 
_ “Creativity, the power of imagination, and the importance 
of self-expression are celebrated in this inspiring picture book 
written and illustrated by real-life best friends.”
https://www.thriftbooks.com/series/harold/37528/  
_ The complete Harold and the Purple Crayon book series.
https://www.whatdowedoallday.com/comic-strip-books/ 
 _ A list of comic strip books for kids by Erica.

https://www.prindleinstitute.org/books/harold-and-the-purple-crayon/  
_ Discussing the nature of reality, The Prindle Institute for Ethics.

https://www.rif.org/literacy-central/book/harold-and-purple-crayon/ 
_ Supplemental Materials for Harold and the Purple Crayon, 

Literacy Central.
https://www.mensaforkids.org/teach/lesson-plans/the-art-of-storytelling/ 

_ The Art of Storytelling, Mensa for Kids.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6L0p05Sk2fQ –  
Color Crew by Baby First.

The Dayton Metro Library is a great 
resource for all. The library has many great 
reading programs: World of Stories – travel 
the world, experiencing it through a celebration of stories.  Children’s 
Black History Month Bingo - Pick up a bingo card in the Kettering-
Moraine children's department and read books to earn small prizes! It 
runs through the month of February. Teen Art Contest - Entries will be 
collected throughout the month until February 28th at all branches in 
the following categories: Photography, Watercolor, Pencil, Oil & Acrylic, 
3D/Sculpture, and Mixed or Other Medium. Winners in each age group 
category will receive an Amazon gift card, and entries will be displayed 
during the month of March at our Main branch downtown. Open to all teens 
in grades 7-12 living or attending school in Montgomery County. One entry 
is allowed per person. Entries should be submitted to your local branch 
with an attached entry form. Entries without a form will not be eligible for 
the contest.  Preschool Storytime - Join us for stories, songs and other fun 
learning activities designed to develop the language, literacy and social 
skills your preschooler needs for school success. For ages 3-5. The Annual 
Summer Reading Challenge and the ReadSquared program – participants 
are entered into a drawing for Ohio’s 529 College Advantage Scholarship.  
There are too many wonderful activities to list, check out your local branch 
and see all they have to offer.

Resources for Students and Adults  

https://jarrettlerner.com/activities/  
– Activities to kickstart creativity by Jarrett Lerner.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QKl_MdeAZQ&t=4s   
– How Crayons are Made by Insider.

https://www.gocomics.com/search/results?terms=kids  
– All Kids Comic Strips by Go Comics.com.

https://www.canva.com/create/comic-strips/  
– Free Comic Strip Maker by Camva.com. 

 https://www.storyboardthat.com/comic-maker  
– Online Comic Maker by Story Board That.com

https://www.cartoonstudies.org/teachingcomics/   
_ Teaching Comics, The Center for Cartoon Studies  

 



All Schools  that receive  scholarships for a show and/or transportation are asked and encouraged 
to create thank-you letters or cards for our 
sponsors.  Please address your students’ thank-you notes to: 

DISCOVERY Sponsors c/o Dayton Live 138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402
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The Education and Engagement programs of 
DaytonLive are made possible through the support 

and commitment of the following sponsors and donors 
whose generosity have opened the door of live theatre 

to the students of the Miami Valley: 
 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
Dayton Children’s Hospital 

The Berry Family Foundation 
The Iddings Foundation 

The CareSource Foundation
Crane Consumables 

Montgomery County Arts & Cultural District 
Ohio Arts Council 

Virginia W. Kettering Foundation 
Wyse Family Foundation 

Larry Dale 
David and Lynn Goldenberg 

Charles Hall 
Stephen and Kate Hone 

Dorothy Murray

FUELING EDUCATION
Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority 

DAYTON LIVE CREATIVE ACADEMY
Interested in learning more about theatre?!

The new Dayton Live Creative Academy offers a variety 
of professionally curated performing arts experiences 

for all ages. 

EDUCATION AND BROADWAY PROGRAMS
Broadway Camps and Intensives

Broadway Master Classes
Background on Broadway

Bagels & Broadway

Brought To You By

138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402

Enchantment Theatre Company exists to create 
original theater for young audiences and their 

families. We do this through the imaginative telling 
of stories that inspire, challenge, and enrich our 

audience, on stage and in the classroom. We 
focus on timeless stories that involve personal 

transformation to demonstrate that the possibility 
for change and redemption exists in each of our 

lives. For more information about the Enchantment 
Theatre Company, visit enchantmenttheatre.org.

https://www.daytonlive.org/education/


