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YYou will find these icons listed in the resource guide next to the activities 
that indicate curricular connections. Teachers and parents are 

encouraged to adapt all the activities included in an appropriate way for your 
students’ age and abilities. JUNIE B. JONES ESSENTIAL SURVIVAL GUIDE 
TO SCHOOL fulfill the following Ohio Learning Standards for kindergarten 
through twelfth grade. 

Ohio’s New Learning Standards Related to JUNIE B. JONES 
ESSENTIAL SURVIVAL GUIDE TO SCHOOL

English Language Arts: RL.K.3, RL.K.9, RL.1.3, RL.1.9, RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.9, 
RL.3.1, RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.4.3, RL.4.6, RL.4.7

Social Studies: : Spatial Thinking and Skills; People Working; Communities: Past 
and Present, Near and Far

Arts: TH:Re7.1.K, TH:Re8.1.K, TH:Re7.1, TH:Re7.1.2, TH:Re8.1.2, TH:Re8.1.3, 
TH:Cn10.1.3, TH:Cn11.1.3, TH:Re8.1.4, TH:Cn10.1.4, TH:Cn11.1.4

WWelcome to Dayton Live’s 2022-
2023 Discovery Series in the 

Victoria Theatre. We are very excited to 
be your education partner in providing 
professional arts experiences for you 
and your students!  

TheaterWorksUSA presents the inside 
look of Junie B. Jones’ school adventures.  
Now that she has been going to school for 
over one-and-a-half years, who better to 
write the book on EVERYTHING you need 
to know? From bus rules and Band-Aids to 
carpools to cookies, Junie B. and friends 
deliver the definitive word on surviving and 
thriving in style. With a jillion tips, tricks, 
and trip-ups, Junie B. shares her hard-won 
expertise and shows us all how school is 
sometimes scary, sometimes super-fun, 
and ALWAYS something to sing about!

The information and activities in this 
resource guide have been carefully crafted 
to help you and your students explore the 
many ways a live theatre experience can 
open up learning opportunities. Grade 
level icons will help you determine which 
activities are good for students too.  And 
don’t forget to take advantage of the local 
resources listed inside to extend the play-
going experience and make even more 
curricular connections for you and your 
students. Thank you again and welcome! 

Curriculum Connections

Table of Contents

Presented by the

ART
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•  Lynn Ahrens -   
 Ragtime

•  Nell Benjamin - 
 Legally Blonde: The Musical

•  Alee Willis -  
 The Color Purple

• Sara Bareilles -  
 Waitress

Dear first-grade journal,Dear first-grade journal,
Hooray, hooray! There’s a musical (a 
play all jumbled together with singing 
and dancing, I believe) that’s all about 
me, Junie B. Jones! (The B stands for 
Beatrice, only I do not like Beatrice.  
I just like B, and that's all.)
This is the bestest musical ever, I tell 
you! It's got loads of funny songs, and 
it's based on a bunch of books this lady, 

Barbara Park, wrote about me and the things I do in first grade.

Junie B., First Grader (at Last!)Junie B., First Grader (at Last!)
In first grade, I meet new friends (like Herb and José, but not that tattle-
tale May). But my new teacher, Mr. Scary, thinks I might need glasses!

About the Play

Spotlight on Songwriters

Ohio Spotlight

Junie B., Boss of LunchJunie B., Boss of Lunch
I get to help my friend, the cafeteria lady! And I get to wear a real actual 
hair net too! Who knows... maybe someday I'll be the boss of the whole 
lunch operation!

Junie B., One-Man BandJunie B., One-Man Band
The whole entire first grade is having a kickball tournament!  Only, 
when I practice my kicking, I stub my piggy toe so badly I can't play. 
But my friend Sheldon can't play either. So maybe we can do a half-
time show instead!
Whew! I'm glad I can write everything down in my Top-Secret Personal 
Beeswax Journal! And you know what? I think I might like first grade 
after all!
Love (but not the mushy kind),

Junie B.Junie B.

WWhen you think of the work that goes 
into creating a play, you tend to think 

of the creators as the writer who wrote the 
script, but what about musicals?  Writing 
music is another way that writers express 
themselves and we call them songwriters. 
Junie B’s Essential Guide to School’s music 

uses new upbeat songs written by Marcy Heisler and Zina Goldrich. These 
songwriters are often called composers or lyricists.
Musicals can be difficult to write. Songwriters must consider the song, 
dance and dialogue that would be truth telling and entertaining. Songs for 
musicals are not just a narrative or a song, it is both. A narrative means a 
story. The combination of telling a story and making a good song makes 
musicals unique. 

TThe Erma Bombeck Writer’s Workshop, 
located at the University of Dayton 

(UD), has been called the “Woodstock of 
Humor” and a “utopia” for writers. They 
have a mantra “You can write!”, coined by 
Brother Tom Price, a professor of UD. Their 

mission is to encourage and inspire writers.  
Author Erma Bombeck, University of Dayton 

class of ‘49, is who this workshop is named after.  
Ms. Bombeck was a writer best known for her humorous writing in 
newspapers.  Her topics often covered the suburban home life. She also 
published 15 books and many of those became bestsellers.
Born in Bellbrook, Ohio and raised in Dayton, Ms. Bombeck attended Parker 
Vocational High School (Patterson) where she began writing a serious column 

with some humor mixed in. Her first job was at the Dayton Herald as a 
copygirl.  A copygirl or copyist is a person that makes duplications of the 
same thing. One of her first works as a journalist was interviewing Shirley 
Temple, the famous child actress of the 1930s.
Using the money she earned and saved, she enrolled in Ohio University of 
Athens, Ohio, but failed most of her literary assignments and was rejected 
for the university newspaper.  She left after one semester and later enrolled 
in the University of Dayton.  During that time, she worked at the Rike’s 
department store and wrote humorous material for the company newsletter. 
She eventually graduated with an English degree and became a lifelong 
contact for the university helping financially and taking part in person.
For more information about The Erma Bombeck Writer’s Workshop visit  
https://udayton.edu/artssciences/initiatives/erma/index.php.

•  Jeanine Tesori - 
 Shrek the Musical, Violet,  
 Caroline or Change

• Lucy Simon and  
 Marsha Norman -  
 The Secret Garden

•  Cyndi Lauper -  
 Kinky Boots

Here is a short list of female songwriters and  
the musicals that they wrote:



BB efore becoming 
a bestselling 

children’s author, 
Barbarba Lynne 
Tidswell (Park), 
originally intended 
to teach high school 
history and political 
science. When she 

received her degree, she realized that she wanted 
to be a writer.  “My senior year of high school, I was 
voted ‘Wittiest’. So, several years later, I decided to 
try my hand at writing humor and see if I could be 
witty enough to make some money.” 

Mrs. Park is best known for her character Junie B. 
Jones. She also wrote picture books, middle-grade 
chapter books and more than 30 Junie B. Jones 
books. Her first published book, Don’t Make Me 
Smile (1981) is about a 10-year-old boy whose 
parents are divorcing. Many of her books dealt with 
new experiences and challenges that children face.  

Pre-Show Conversation Starters

The Beeswax   
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Do you remember what your first day of school 
was like? If so, give one word that would 
describe that day.

What is your favorite part about school today?

Why do people say laughter is the best 
medicine? 

Why do you think Mrs. Park chose Junie B. to 
be a character that wears glasses?

If you were to write an essential survival guide 
to school, what advice would you offer to a 
new student who just joined your class?

1

2

3

4JJ UNIE B.’S ESSENTIAL SURVIVAL GUIDE TO 
SCHOOL is a play about a loud and funny child 

exploring the adventures of school. Before coming 
to the event, discuss the following questions: 

5

ART

Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus was the 
first book of the series published in 1992. It is about 
Junie B’s first day of kindergarten. Junie B. is a loud, 
funny child with lots of opinions. Since that time her 
books have been translated into more than a dozen 
languages, making Junie B. Jones known around the 
world. Translated means to express the words of one 
language into another language.  

Mrs. Park was born in Mount Holly, New Jersey in 
1947 to her parents and older brother. Married to 
Richard Park in 1969, she had two sons. She lost 
her 7-year battle with cancer in 2013. On writing 
books for kids, Mrs. Park once said: "There are 
those who believe that the value of a children’s 
book can be measured only in terms of the moral 
lessons it tries to impose or the perfect role models 
it offers. Personally, I happen to think that a book is 
of extraordinary value if it gives the reader nothing 
more than a smile or two. In fact, I happen to think 
that’s huge."
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A Closer Look 

EE very day  
more than                             164 million adults  

in the United States wear glasses. That number 
does not include all of the children that wear 
glasses. But where did glasses come from? The 
first visual aid instruments were reading stones 
dating back to around 1000 A.D. The A.D. stands 
for anno domini which translates to in the year 
of the Lord.  A convex shaped glass can magnify 
the image of a small object. Convex means that 
something is curved or sticking outwards.

The invention  
of eyeglasses  
is attributed 
to Salvino  
D’Armate from Italy in the 13th century.   
He shared his invention with Allesandro della Spina 
who was an Italian monk, who made it popular. 
A monk is a member of a religious community of 
men who live under vows of poverty, chastity and 
obedience. Now, why did Mr. della Spina make 
glasses popular? Monks, at that time, were some  
of the only people to learn to read and write. 

The first 
frames were 
made of either 
metal or bone 
and the lenses 
were made of 
quartz. Later, 
thick curved glass lenses were set into leather or 
wooden frames. These were not very comfortable 
and over time glasses have gone through many 
design phases. There are even glasses that appear 
blurry when you wear them known as 3D glasses. 
These glasses are made for watching a 2D (two 
dimensional) flat screen image. The polarized 
lenses allow you to see two images that are 
projected to form one single image. The effect is 
that one is made to feel as if the images seen are 
coming out of the screen.

There are sunglasses that help protect your eyes 
from the sun’s rays. There are magnifying 
glasses to help you see something small 
or more commonly used to read a map. 
There are also microscopes that help 
you see things that cannot be seen 
with the naked eye like cells of 
plants, animals and humans. 
What do you think will be 
the next invention that will 
help us see the world a little 
differently, maybe on the 
same wavelength  
as Junie B.?



Women Authors 
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AA s we embark on International Women’s Day on March 8th, let us highlight just a few 
women authors and one of their most famous works of literature. 

Jane Austen is known for Pride and Prejudice. It is a novel following the character 
Elizabeth Bennet who learns about the consequences of hasty decision-making 
and the difference between superficial goodness and actual goodness.

Toni Morrison is the author of the book Beloved. Set after the American Civil War, 
Beloved tells the story of former slaves whose Cincinnati home is haunted by a 
malevolent spirit.  The novel is inspired by an event in Kentucky; when an enslaved 
person, Margaret Garner, escaped and fled to the free state of Ohio in 1856.

Harper Lee is best known for To Kill A Mockingbird, a novel about justice, that 
deals with the serious issues of rape and racial inequality. Loosely based on Lee’s 
observations of an event that occurred near her hometown when she was a child.

Alice Walker is the author of The Color Purple. This letter novel follows the life of 
Celie, a poor, uneducated 14-year-old girl living in the southern United States in 
the early 1900s who shares her story through a series of letters to God.

J.K. Rowling is known for her work Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone. The first 
book in the series; Harry is a wizard who lives with his non-magical (muggle) relatives 
until his eleventh birthday when he is invited to attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and 
Wizardry. The book followed with six sequels, following Harry’s adventures at Hogwarts 
with friends Hermione and Ron and his attempts to defeat Lord Voldemort, who murdered 
Harry’s parents when he was a child. 

What other women in history have inspired you?



A

B

C

D

A

B

C

D
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 Grades
PreK-2Eye Can See Clearly   ART

Become Junie B.!Become Junie B.!
Time to see the world through Junie B.'s eyes! Decorate your glasses 

however you like. Then, with a grown-up's help, cut along the dotted lines. 
Tape the arms to the frames, using the letters as guides.
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Comedic Writing    Grades
1-5

WWould you like to be a writer also? Give a try at one of the following funny writing 
prompts or look at some of the photos and come up with a comedic piece of 

writing. Feel free to write on separate piece of paper or in a favorite notebook like  
the one Junie B. writes in. If none of the prompts inspire you, create something  
totally from your imagination.

First Grade 
First Grade Journal 

Journal 

Can you write a funny piece explaining one of these photos?

Write about a hero and a villain rescheduling their battle due to a scheduling conflict.

Write about someone who accidentally buys a fish that can talk — and the fish isn’t exactly polite.

Write a character with a personality based on your favorite song.

Write a comedy script about a food that you hate.

Write about something you should NOT have tried at home — but you did anyway, with more or less 
predictable consequences. 

Can you write a funny piece explaning one of these photos?Can you write a funny piece about one of these ideas?

1

2

3

4

5
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Boss of Time   Grade
2-5ART

TTime is how we humans measure our days, weeks, years and our lives. Considering that the earth is now spinning faster than 
it has ever been; time is moving by very fast. What are you going to do with those valuable seconds of your day?  Managing 

these precious seconds is called time management. Time management is defined as the practice of using the time that you have 
available, in a useful and effective way, especially in your work. This tool can come in handy when it comes to work, family and 
school.

If you were Junie B. Jones, how would you spend your week? Complete the table below by using pictures and/or text to show  
what she would do on each day of the week.

Name

    SU NDAY        MONDAY       TU ESDAY       WEDN ESDAYSU NDAY        MONDAY       TU ESDAY       WEDN ESDAY

    TH U RSDAY        FRIDAY      SATU RDAY    TH U RSDAY        FRIDAY      SATU RDAY    Are you good at telling the 
time? Number the clock and 
finish the hands to show the 

following time in the day. 

:
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Books for Students Publications for Teachers and Parents

Websites for Teachers and Students
Local Resource

The Dayton Metro Library is a great resource 
for all. The library has many great reading 
programs: 
World of Stories – travel the world, experiencing it through a celebration  
of stories.  
Preschool Storytime – Join us for stories, songs and other fun learning 
activities designed to develop the language, literacy and social skills your 
preschooler needs for school success. For ages 3-5. 
3D Printing Discovery Time - Learn about our 3D printers – how they 
work, what they can do, and find out about our introductory and advanced 
3D printing classes. 
Real Life Mario Kart  – Drop into the community room anytime between 
2-4pm to race your friends around our track in a "go-kart" and make 
Mario Bros-themed crafts! Geared towards 1st-4th graders with adult 
accompaniment. 
Toddler & Preschool Dance Party – This program is for kids who love to 
move and dance around!  We will dance to different songs, practice following 
directions, learn rhythm, and even develop our fine and gross motor skills. This 
program is not only fun, but it will help your child to develop early literacy skills!
The Annual Summer Reading Challenge and the ReadSquared program – 
participants are entered into a drawing for Ohio’s 529 College Advantage 
Scholarship.  There are too many wonderful activities to list, check out 
your local branch and see all they have to offer.

Resources for Students and Adults  

https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/teaching-tools/book-lists/the-
complete-junie-b--jones-series-book-list.html The complete Junie 
B. Jones book series by Barbara Park.

Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus! by Mo Willems.

Amber Brown Is Not a Crayon by Paula Danziger, illustrated by 
Tony Ross.

Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish, illustrated by Fritz Siebel.

Flat Stanley: His Original Adventure! by Jeff Brown, illustrated 
by Macky Pamintuan.

https://www.livescience.com/earth-spinning-faster-negative-leap-
second.html - Earth is whipping around quicker than it has 
in a half-century by Stephanie Pappas on LiveScience.

https://www.allaboutvision.com/resources/eye-news-trends/
augmented-reality-ar-glasses/ - What are augmented reality 
(AR) glasses? by Rob Woods.

https://blog.rescuetime.com/time-management-for-students/ - 
Time management for students: 10 strategies and tips to 
maximize your time and build your focus by Jory MacKay.

https://jerryjenkins.com/category/publishing/ - Publishing by 
Jerry Jenkins.

https://www.weareteachers.com/5-hands-on-ways-to-teach-telling-
time/#:~:text=15%20Meaningful%20Hands-On%20Ways%20
to%20Teach%20Telling%20Time,hook%20to%20the%20hour%20
hand%20...%20More%20items - 15 Meaningful Hands-On 
Ways to Teach Telling Time by Jill Staake.

 Junie B. Jones Printables and Activities 
| Brightly (readbrightly.com)- Junie B. 
Jones printables and activities by 
Brightly: raise kids who love to read.

The Writing Process | 5 Steps with 
Examplesv& Tips (scribbr.com) - The 
Writing Process: 5 Steps with 
Examples & Tips by Jack Caulfield.

https://www.internationalwomensday.com/- International 
Women’s Day.

https://jerryjenkins.com/how-to-publish-a-book/- How to Publish  
a Book: The Ultimate Guide by Jerry Jenkins.

https://www.glassesusa.com/gold-large/ottoto-osvaldo/35-001958.
html#tryon- Try on glasses online with Glasses USA.com.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Elementary-
Music-Writing-Prompts-For-Subs-Or-The-First-Day-of-Music-Class-
1949884?utm_source=Music+Writing+Prompts+%28new+pin+to+
match+new+cover%29&utm_campaign=Pinterest -Teachers  
Pay Teachers.



All Schools  that receive  scholarships for a show and/or transportation are asked and encouraged 
to create thank-you letters or cards for our 
sponsors.  Please address your students’ thank-you notes to: 

DISCOVERY Sponsors c/o Dayton Live 138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402
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The Education and Engagement programs of 
DaytonLive are made possible through the support 

and commitment of the following sponsors and donors 
whose generosity have opened the door of live theatre 

to the students of the Miami Valley: 
 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
Dayton Children’s Hospital 

The Berry Family Foundation 
The Iddings Foundation 

The CareSource Foundation
Autism Speaks

The Disability Foundation
The Kettering Family Foundation

Emerson
The Lambert Family 
Crane Consumables 

Montgomery County Arts & Cultural District 
Ohio Arts Council 

Virginia W. Kettering Foundation 
Wyse Family Foundation 

Larry Dale 
David and Lynn Goldenberg 

Charles Hall 
Stephen and Kate Hone 

Dorothy Murray

FUELING EDUCATION
Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority 

DAYTON LIVE CREATIVE ACADEMY
Interested in learning more about theatre?!

The new Dayton Live Creative Academy offers  
a variety of professionally curated performing arts 

experiences for all ages. 

EDUCATION AND BROADWAY PROGRAMS
Broadway Camps and Intensives

Broadway Master Classes
Background on Broadway

Bagels & Broadway

Brought To You By

138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402

https://www.daytonlive.org/education/

TTheaterWorksUSA has been in existence for over 60 years. 
They were originally called Performing Arts Repertory Theatre 

founded by Jay Harnick and Charles Hull. Mr. Harnick’s brother 
is Sheldon Harnick, the great lyricist and composer who wrote 
Fiddler on the Roof and She Loves Me. Mary Rodgers also became 
a founding member. Ms. Rodgers is a composer, screenwriter and 
author best known for her novel Freaky Friday. 
Before touring theatre for young audiences was popular, they set 
the trend with their musical Young Abe Lincoln.  TheaterWorksUSA 
has graced the stages in 49 states with over 130 shows produced. 
They have won so many awards over the years. To name a few, the 
Off-Broadway Alliance Awards, Drama Desk Awards, Drama League 
Awards, William M. Dawson Awards; including a Lucille Lortel Award 
nomination for Junie B. Jones as an outstanding musical.  
TheaterWorksUSA is also home to their Academy. Their educational 
space for children, young professionals, and families is designed 
to accomplish many of the same things our live performances 
have done for more than half a century: build community, foster 
creativity, encourage literacy, and instill a love for theater arts. 
TheaterWorksUSA’s mission is to create exceptional, transformative 
theatrical experiences that are accessible to young and family 
audiences in diverse communities throughout New York City and 
North America. “Our vision is for a world in which theater gives rising 
generations a reason to look up, both figuratively and literally, from 
their devices,” says Managing Director Michael Harrington. “We 
want to give them the opportunity to explore themselves and their 
communities with optimism and excitement.” For more information 
about TheaterWorksUSA, visit https://twusa.org/.  


