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Welcome to Dayton Live’s 
2022-2023 Discovery Series 

in the Victoria Theatre. We are 
very excited to be your education 
partner in providing professional 
arts experiences to you and your 
students!  

Lightwire Theatre presents THE 
ADVENTURES OF TORTOISE & 
HARE –THE NEXT GEN, a new take 
on a classic Aesop fable. Joined  
with the artistry of puppetry  
and electroluminescent wire,  
be prepared for a dazzling one- 
of-a-kind performance.

The information and activities in 
this resource guide have been 
carefully crafted to help you and 
your students explore the many 
ways a live theatre experience can 
open up learning opportunities. 
Grade level icons will help you 
determine which activities are 
good for students, too.  And don’t 
forget to take advantage of the 
local resources listed inside to 
extend the play-going experience 
and make even more curricular 
connections for you and your 
students. Thank you again  
and welcome!  
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You will find these icons listed in the resource guide next to the activities that 
indicate curricular connections. Teachers and parents are encouraged to adapt all 

the activities included in an appropriate way for your students’ age and abilities.  
THE ADVENTURES OF TORTOISE & HARE - THE NEXT GEN  fulfills the following Ohio 
Learning Standards for kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

Ohio’s Learning Standards related to THE ADVENTURES OF 
TORTOISE & HARE – THE NEXT GEN:
English Language Arts: RL.K.3, RL.K.9, RL.1.3, RL.1.9, RL.2.1, RL.2.3, RL.2.9, RL.3.1, 
RL.3.3, RL.3.5, RL.4.3, RL.4.6, RL.4.7, RL.5.3, RL.5.6, RL.6.3, RL.6.5, RL.6.7, RL.7.3, RL.7.5, 
RL.7.9, RL.8.3, RL.8.6, RL.8.7, RL.9-10.7, RL.11-12.7

Social Studies: Places and Regions; Spatial Thinking and Skills; People Working; 
Communities: Past and Present, Near and Far

Arts: TH:Re7.1.K, TH:Re8.1.K, TH:Re7.1, TH:Re7.1.2, TH:Re8.1.2, TH:Re8.1.3, 
TH:Cn10.1.3, TH:Cn11.1.3, TH:Re8.1.4, TH:Cn10.1.4, TH:Cn11.1.4, TH:Re7.1.5, 
TH:Re8.1.5, TH:Cn10.1.5, TH:Cn11.1.5, TH:Re8.1.6, TH:Cn10.1.6, TH:Cn11.1.6, 
TH:Re9.1.7, TH:Cn10.1.7, TH:Re8.1.8, TH:Cn10.1.8, TH:Cn11.1.8. TH:Cn10.1.5, 
TH:Cn11.1.5

Curriculum Connections
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COSI, Center of Science and Industry, is a nationally esteemed science center that has 
delighted Central Ohio with all things science for 58 years, inspiring interest in science, 

technology, engineering, and math (STEM) topics and delivering our experiential, "hands-on 
fun" brand of learning. As a trusted educational resource for families, schools, and community 
partners, COSI is an essential element of our community, engaging more than one million 
people annually through onsite, offsite, and online experiences.  Their vision and mission is to 
engage, inspire, and transform lives and communities by being the best partner in science, 
technology, and industry learning. For more information about COSI visit https://cosi.org/.

W e begin with Aesop’s classic fable of Tortoise and Hare but continue the story which 
finds them 10 years down the road, now with children of their own and exploring 

modern day distractions. Smart phones and video games create a new landscape of lost 
connections to life experiences. THE NEXT GEN features Tortoise Junior and Lil’ Hare in a 
whole new kind of race, where their adventures lead them into unexpected territory. Old 
Man Tortoise and Big Daddy Hare must come together despite their differences to find 
and save their children. What hurdles will they have to overcome to make it to the finish line? With dazzling visuals, 
poignant storytelling and the creative use of music from classical to pop, this production brings this tale into a new 
brilliant light.

About the Play

Ohio Spotlight

O ften times, people can easily name the names of famous actors. That may not be true of naming famous puppeteers, 
why, because we hardly get to see the one behind the mask. We spend most of our time watching the characters they 

have created. Let’s take a moment to highlight some well-known puppetry artists and creators.

Phyllis Naomi Hurwitz 
or Shari Lewis is best 
known for her work 
with the character  
Lamb Chop.

Spotlight on Puppeteers  

Ian Carney and Corbin 
Popp, the co-creators of 
Lightwire Theatre. 

Meghan Piphus Peace, 
Seasme Street’s first black 
female puppeteer also 
known for her work on the 
show $martPath.

Brothers, Adam and David 
Rudman, co-creators and 
executive producers of 
Donkey Hodie. Carroll Spinney, known 

for his work on Sesame 
Street as Oscar the 
Grouch and Big Bird.



There are different types of puppets that one can make. There are 
hand or glove puppets. These puppets have a hollow cloth body 
that fits over the hand and the fingers can fit into the head and 
the arms to give motion.  Rod puppets can be manipulated from 
below, but they are full length puppets supported by a rod running 
inside the body to the head. Separate rods move the hands and 
if needed the legs. Marionettes or string puppets are also full 
length, but they are controlled from above with threads or strings. 
These puppets can have nine or more strings that allow puppets 
to be moved vertically and horizontally. Flat jointed figures are 
worked from above also.  Originally, the use of flat figures were 
found in England toy theatres. Shadow puppets are also flat 
figures which are seen through a translucent screen.  
Making a puppet and deciding how to make it move is fun, but 
being able to personify your puppet is where the true artistry 
comes into play. Puppeteers call this the puppet’s impersonality.  
Puppets are typically character types very similar to the stock 

Pre-Show Conversation Starters

Puppetry  
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Which character do you identify with or have a connection to?  
The tortoise or the hare?

Have you ever competed against someone who is also your friend?

Have you ever had to solve a problem that came up in your life?   
If so, how did you solve it?  If not, can you think of a time someone 
else solved a problem? 

What animal would best fit the personality of your best friend, 
sibling or parent? Do emotions and beliefs make things real?

After reading Tortoise and the Hare, why is the hare certain that  
he will win the race?

1

2

3

4

THE ADVENTURES OF TORTOISE & HARE – NEXT GEN is a play about how some adventures can bring one  
to an unexpected journey. Before coming to the event, discuss the following questions: 

5

ART

characters of ancient Greek and Roman drama. Audiences must 
work harder to connect with the puppets than if they were watching 
a human actor. 
Puppetry is not a simple form of theatre; quite the opposite. It is 
more complicated, can be more expensive in time and labor to 
create a puppet show, but once created, a puppet show can be 
lasting.  Sesame Street, for example, first aired in 1969 on the 
National Educational Television Network later to be called PBS 
(Public Broadcasting Service). It is one of the longest running shows 
in American history and is watched by almost half of all American 
preschool-age children.  

A puppet is a figure that is moved by a human.  A puppet 
can be another ‘human’, animal or abstract object. The 

puppet is often used in theatrical shows. The name of the 
human using the puppet is called a puppeteer. Puppet shows 
seem to have existed in almost all known civilizations and in 
almost all time periods. 
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Aesop 

T he identity of Aesop 
is a bit of a mystery. 

There a many different 
stories that point to 
who and where Aesop 
is from, but one thing 
people agree upon, 
the fables that were created were very lasting and 
impactful from many centuries ago until now. A 
fable is a story that usually features animals who 
talk and behave like humans, with the purpose of 
showing human weaknesses. The end of the fable 

typically teaches a moral lesson on how we can 
behave or do better the next time the reader is 
faced with a similar situation.

The original work of The Tortoise and the Hare is an 
account of a race between unequal competitors.  
The fable is from a common folklore theme that 
ingenuity is used to overcome a stronger opponent.  
Ingenuity is the skill of thinking, performing or 
using things in new ways to solve problems. Stories 
are a great way to entertain and learn across the 
generations; whether it's a fable, folklore, fairytale 
or any other style of literature.

El Wire  

E l Wire, electroluminescent wire, is often used 
for costuming, decoration, accent lighting, 

safety vests, signs and is the main feature of the 
puppets in the ADVENTURES OF TORTOISE & 
HARE – THE NEXT GEN.  El Wire is a stiff wire 

core coated with phosphor and then covered with 
a protective PVC sheath. It can glow in different 
colors depending on the colored plastic shell that 
covers it. El Wire can appear to be like a neon light.  
It is bendable and keeps its shape. They are not as 
bright as LEDs, but they use a lot less power and do 
not generate heat.  

Think of something you can create with el wire.
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Finger Puppets   Grades
1-3ART

These are simple printable finger puppets to 
go with the Aesop's fable about the tortoise 

and the hare. You just color, cut and tape them!
Materials:
• printer
• paper
• scissors
• something to color pictures
• tape or glue
 
Instructions:
• color template pieces 
• cut out template pieces
• roll and tape or glue the bottom rectangle to   
 make a tube that fits over the child's finger...   
 You can cut the rectangle smaller if needed.
 
Drama Prompts: Use these prompts to play with 
your new puppets
• Mascots on opposing teams are having a dance  
 competition
• A surprise birthday party where the guest of   
 honor is late
• An exercise class for animals who want to be in  
 the Olympics
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A fable is a story that usually features animals who talk and behave like humans and show human weaknesses. The end 
of a fable teaches a moral lesson. What moral lesson have you learned and would like to create a story about?

 Grade
2Create Your Own Fable  

Problem

Use This Chart to Plan Your Fable

Somebody

Solution

Describe the character.

Wants

Describe what the character wants.

But

What problem does the character have?

So

How does the character solve it?

Then

What happens at the end?

Moral

What is the moral of the story?
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Book Report Sandwich  Grades
K-6ART

Write down 
the various 

things about a 
fable you have 
read on the 
various pages 
of the sandwich 
parts. There are 

pages for bread, cheese, ham, bacon, onion, lettuce, 
cheese, and more! The various pages include space 
for students to record elements of the book such as:
• main characters        
• setting        
• plot        
Put together the pieces of the book report sandwich 
template and staple to make your book report.

1.

2.

3.

• problem        
• solution        
• what kids thought
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Book Report Sandwich continued  

4. 5.

6. 7.
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Book Report Sandwich continued

8. 9.

1⁰.



https://www.abcya.com/
games/storymaker - ABCya 
Storymaker is a fun and easy 
way for children to create 
and print their own stories. 

Kids can write a simple narrative or a thrilling mystery, and 
then bring their words to life with custom illustrations. With just 
a few clicks, young authors can save or print their work, too!

https://preschooltoolkit.com/blog/homemade-puppets-preschool/ 
- Preschool Toolkit. Easy to make puppets for pretend play.

https://www.teachstarter.com/au/blog/drama-games-lesson-ideas-
activities-for-kids-k-3/ - Blog by Cassie at TeachStarter.com. 
Drama Activities for K-3 Students.

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-fable-in-5-
steps - by MasterClass.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WF8iaqRqI60&t=5s -  
The Tortoise and the Hare by Cocomelon.
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Books for Students

Publications for Teachers and Parents

Websites for Teachers and Students

Local Resource

The Jungle Book by Rudyard Kipling, 
1894.

The Classic Treasury of Aesop's Fables by 
Aesop, Illustrated by Don Daily. Running 
Press Kids, 2007

Renaissance Fables translated by  
David Birch.

Tsuro and Shumba: A Lion and Hare Tale from Zimbabwe  
by Charles Gasse, Illustrated by Nicolle Regitz.

Allumette: A Fable by Tomi Ungerer.

https://kathakids.com/category/folktales/panchatantra-stories/ - 
Panchatantra (Indian Fables) List by Krishna Rao.

https://penandthepad.com/ideas-fable-morals-6587559.html - 
Ideas for a Fable with Morals by Roz Zurko.

https://glitterinthird.com/2019/12/fables-folktales-myths-3rd-grade.
html - Glitter in Third blog by Kelly Chapman.

$martPath | Georgia Public Broadcasting (gpb.org) - $SmartPath is 
an engaging, interactive and easy-to-use way for elementary 
and middle school teachers to embed relevant and fun 
economic and financial education in their classrooms, to 
boost students' financial literacy. And the best part? It's free!

https://www.teachervision.com/fables/fox-goat-lesson-aesops-fable 
- Grades 6-8 Lesson on Aesop’s Fable by Teacher Vision.

https://briefly.co.za/48017-15-african-folktales-morals.html - by 
Jedidah Tabalia Adrianna Simwa. 

https://www.andnextcomesl.com/2016/03/light-play-ideas-for-kids.
html - And Next Comes L blog.

Resources for Students and Adults  

The Dayton Metro Library is a great 
resource for all.  The library has many 
great reading programs:  
World of Stories – travel the world, experiencing it through a 
celebration of stories.   
Preschool Storytime - Join us for stories, songs and other fun learning 
activities designed to develop the language, literacy and social skills 
your preschooler needs for school success. For ages 3-5.  
3D Printing Discovery Time - Learn about our 3D printers – how 
they work, what they can do, and find out about our introductory and 
advanced 3D printing classes.  
Real Life Mario Kart - Drop into the community room anytime 
between 2-4pm to race your friends around our track in a "go-kart" and 
make Mario Bros-themed crafts! Geared towards 1st-4th graders with 
adult accompaniment.  
Toddler & Preschool Dance Party - This program is for kids who love 
to move and dance around!  We will dance to different songs, practice 
following directions, learn rhythm, and even develop our fine and gross 
motor skills. This program is not only fun, but it will help your child to 
develop early literacy skills!  
The Annual Summer Reading Challenge and the ReadSquared 
program – participants are entered into a drawing for Ohio’s 529 
College Advantage Scholarship. There are too many wonderful activities 
to list, check out your local branch and see all they have to offer.



All Schools  that receive  scholarships for a show and/or transportation are asked and encouraged 
to create thank-you letters or cards for our 
sponsors.  Please address your students’ thank-you notes to: 

DISCOVERY Sponsors c/o Dayton Live 138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402
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The Education and Engagement programs of 
DaytonLive are made possible through the support 

and commitment of the following sponsors and donors 
whose generosity have opened the door of live theatre 

to the students of the Miami Valley: 
 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
Dayton Children’s Hospital 

The Berry Family Foundation 
The Iddings Foundation 

The CareSource Foundation 
Crane Consumables 

Montgomery County Arts & Cultural District 
Ohio Arts Council 

Virginia W. Kettering Foundation 
Wyse Family Foundation 

Larry Dale 
David and Lynn Goldenberg 

Charles Hall 
Stephen and Kate Hone 

Dorothy Murray

FUELING EDUCATION
Greater Dayton Regional Transit Authority 

DAYTON LIVE CREATIVE ACADEMY
Interested in learning more about theatre?!

The new Dayton Live Creative Academy offers a variety 
of professionally curated performing arts experiences 

for all ages. 

EDUCATION AND BROADWAY PROGRAMS
Broadway Camps and Intensives

Broadway Master Classes
Background on Broadway

Bagels & Broadway

Brought To You By

138 North Main Street Dayton, OH 45402
Lightwire Theater has been featured as semi-finalists on NBC's 
America’s Got Talent and winners of Tru TV's Fake Off. The group 
combines theater and technology to bring stories to life in complete 
darkness and are internationally recognized for their signature brand 
of electroluminescent artistry.  

Lightwire co-creators Ian Carney and Corbin Popp met in New York 
City while dancing in Twyla Tharp's Movin' Out on Broadway. An 
immediate connection was made between the kindred spirits as they 
discovered their mutual love of art, theater and technology. After 
coming across a product called, “el wire,” the lights turned on and 
the possibilities seemed endless. Together, with their wives, Eleanor 
and Whitney, they began to experiment with shapes and designs to 
develop puppetry-based neon creatures that quickly came to life.

Based in New Orleans, Lightwire Theater continues to create and 
deliver innovative theatrical experiences to audiences worldwide 
including: Hong Kong, Estonia, Canada, Belarus, China, Abu Dhabi, 
and as finalists on My TF1’s, The Best Le Meilleur Artiste in Paris. 

For more information about Lightwire Theatre, visit https://www 
lightwiretheater.com/.  

https://www.daytonlive.org/education/


